
Maine Adult Education Association Virtual Conference 
Leveling the Playing Field:  Context, Diversity and Education 

Friday, December 3, 2021 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Session One 9:45-10:45 
Seeing Ourselves in the 
Past: Towards a More 

Inclusive History of the 
Land We Now Call Maine 

  
Maine's recent bicentennial 
provided an opportunity to 
reflect upon the state’s history, 
as well as aspects of Maine's 
past that have been glossed 
over or ignored. In this richly 
illustrated talk, Professor 
Bishof will use objects, 
drawings, maps, photographs, 
and postcards to highlight 
significant events in Maine's 
12,000-year history.  She will 
illustrate why all those who 
live, work, and learn together 
on this land should see 
themselves reflected in 
narratives and depictions of 
the past, as well as in Maine's 
present and future. Class 
discussions of visual and text-
based historical sources can 
help students of all ages and 
abilities connect historical and 
contemporary issues and 
promote critical thinking skills. 

 
 

Session Two 11:00 – 12:00 
What If I Dared To 

Dream? 

  
Ms. Smith’s presentation 
details her personal journey 
from pre-addiction, to active 
addiction and ultimately to 
recovery. She will focus on an 
addict’s state-of-mind, 
internal and external stigmas, 
how the addicted brain thinks, 
family effects, and what 
recovery looks like. She will 
give a “through-the-lens” view 
from someone who is 
affected by substance abuse 
disorder and the struggles 
these individuals face on a 
daily basis to find freedom 
from addiction. Her 
experience illustrates that no 
dream is too big and that 
change is possible. 

 

 

Session Three 
1:15 – 2:15 

Embracing Our 
Magnificence as an Act 

of Resistance 

This presentation will be a 
discussion based on 
Samara’s debut children’s 
book, Magnificent 
Homespun Brown, and how 
systematically marginalized 
people survive and 
transcend oppression 
through unapologetic self-
love and jubilation. 

 
 

Session Four 
2:30 – 3:30 

From #BlackLivesMatter 
to #TakeAKnee: 

Rethinking Democracy 
in a Social Media Age 

The popularity of sites like 
Twitter and Facebook has 
reignited the debate about 
the state of American 
democracy. How well-
informed do social media 
platforms leave the average 
citizen? Do these platforms 
contribute to  polarization? Or 
do they allow for much-
needed civic dialogue 
between opposing parties? 
This workshop will answer 
these questions and more 
through a discussion of 
recent research into the 
potential of social media to 
serve as a virtual public 
sphere. We will consider 
what democracy looks like in 
a world dominated by social 
media and whether the often 
inflammatory and one-sided 
discussions on these 
platforms is actually a 
meaningful contribution to 
American democracy. 

 

 
 

Yellow Light Breen, CEO, Maine Development Foundation 
(Re)Building a Prosperous Economy for All Mainers:  

Talent, Community, Innovation, Heritage & Transformation  
Developing the skills and talents of Maine people, especially working age adults, is crucial to their and our 
economic future.  This skill development and education must occur in the unique context of Maine’s history 
and assets.  Can we capitalize upon what is so unique about Maine?  Are our communities ready to be part of 
economic growth and prosperity?  It is possible to embrace change and set the pace for future growth 
through education and asset reflection. 

 

Libby 

Bishof, USM Professor of 

History and Executive 

Director, OSHER Map Library 

Wendy Smith, 

Incarcerated at Southern 

Maine Women’s Re-Entry 

Center 

 
Samara Cole Doyon, 

Mother, Wife, Teacher, 
Author 

 
Judith Rosenbaum, 

Assistant Professor, 

University of Maine, 

Author 

Lunch with Vendors 
ICEV Multimedia 

New Reader’s Press 
Essential Education 
Burlington English 

Aztec Software 
Finance Authority of 

Maine (FAME) 
University of Maine 
Academy of Medical 

Professions 
And more! 

 

Register on this link: 

https://maineadulted.or

g/registration-2021/ 

 

Thought Provoking Ideas 

Prize Drawings 

https://maineadulted.org/registration-2021/
https://maineadulted.org/registration-2021/

