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8:30  a.m.

   Welcome - Jeremy Lehan, Director MSAD 54, Skowhegan
Area

             Remarks - Josh Farr, MAEA President
             COABE Update - Sharon Bonney, CEO COABE
             Overview of the Day - Shirley Wright, MAEA

Executive Director
 
 
 
 

OPENING



Keynote

Yellow’s passion is promoting economic and educational opportunity for all Mainers regardless of geography or
background. He became CEO of the Maine Development Foundation in August 2015, where he develops strategic
direction, integration, and partnerships across MDF’s mission and programs. The Maine Development Foundation
(MDF) is a legislatively-created, non-partisan public-private partnership that drives sustainable, long-term economic
growth for Maine. MDF does this through trusted research, leadership, and creative cross-sector partnerships. Yellow
has a diverse background in business, public policy, and law. He spent twelve years as an executive with Bangor
Savings Bank, overseeing strategic planning, marketing, online banking, community development, and charitable
activities. Prior, he was a senior official at the Maine Department of Education and an advisor to Independent
Governor Angus King. Yellow was born and raised in rural, central Maine; a product of Maine public schools, he
earned undergraduate and law degrees from Harvard University. He has been an active volunteer in many education
and economic development efforts, including the boards of the Maine Community Foundation and Educate Maine.
He previously chaired Realize Maine, an ongoing initiative to attract, retain, and support young professionals. Yellow
lives in Holden and loves to hike, swim, and ski with his wife and children.

            (Re)Building a Prosperous Economy for All Mainers: 
      Talent, Community, Innovation, Heritage & Transformation
Developing the skills and talents of Maine people, especially working
age adults, is crucial to their and our economic future now more than
ever. This skill development and education must occur in the unique
context of our history and assets - what is so special or unique about
Maine?Change and growth must be supported by vital and diverse
communities that are prepared to embrace innovation and change. Is
your community ready to be part of economic growth and prosperity? Is
your educational program ready? It is possible to embrace change and
set the pace for future growth through education and asset reflection. 

Yellow Light Breen,
President and CEO

Maine Development Foundation
8:50 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.



SESSION ONE

 

Libby Bischof is Executive Director of the Osher Map Library and Smith Center for
Cartographic Education at the University of Southern Maine, as well as a Professor of History,
specializing in the land we now call Maine and visual culture, especially photography.  She
has written a variety of articles and books related to Maine, including Maine Photography: A
History, 1840-2015, with Susan Danly and Early Shettleworth, as well as Maine Moderns: Art
in Seguinland, 1900-1940.  At USM she teaches courses in the History of Maine, Maine Art,
19th century American History and Popular Culture, and Visualizing History.  She also enjoys
working with educators on teaching with maps and active and experiential learning. She
resides in Gorham with her family. 

9:45 - 10:45 AM

Seeing Ourselves in the Past: Towards a More
Inclusive History of the Land We Now Call Maine

Maine's recent bicentennial of statehood (2020) provided an opportunity to reflect
upon the well-known history of the land we now call Maine, as well as aspects of
Maine's past that have been glossed over or ignored. In this richly illustrated talk, I
will highlight significant events in Maine's history through objects, drawings, maps,
photographs, and postcards--highlighting a history of this land that stretches back
over 12,000 years, long before settler-colonists arrived. This presentation centers
the concept of historical empathy, and engages a discussion of why it is so
important for all those who live, work, and learn together on this land to be able to
see themselves reflected in narratives and depictions of the past, as well as
Maine's present and future. I will also emphasize the importance of an honest
reckoning with the past for students of all ages and abilities, especially adult
learners, and how class discussions of visual and text-based historical sources can
help connect historical and contemporary issues.



SESSION TWO

Wendy is a 42-year-old woman in long term recovery. She is currently
incarcerated at Southern Maine Women’s Re-entry Center and a college
student studying to be a production tech. Wendy is passionate about
helping others by sharing my experience, strength, and hope from
active addiction into recovery. Since her incarceration, Wendy has been
involved in establishing a resource organization that helps women with
financial barriers to be able to pursue higher education while
incarcerated, and she has also helped provide re-entry housing. Wendy
is a recovery coach, an active member of Me-Rap, MPAC and Maine
Humanities Council. Wendy enjoys good conversation, baking,
anything creative, and music.

What If I Dared To Dream?
 

This presentation is based around my personal journey from
pre-addiction, active addiction and recovery. It is focused on the
mind state of an addict, internal and external stigmas, how the
addicted brain thinks, family effects, and what recovery looks
like. This gives a “through the lens” view from someone that is

affected by substance abuse disorder and the struggles we face
on a daily basis to find freedom from addiction. I hope you

leave with an understanding that no dream is too big, and that
change is possible.

 

 11:00 AM - NOON



Lunch Sessions
12:15 - 1:00

Breakout Room One - Resources, Strategies, and
Activities for Your ELL Classroom

In this session, Greg will introduce new tools and resources, effective
instructional strategies, and engaging activities for you to use with your
adult English language learners. At the tail end, he'll share how to sign up
for a free digital trial or pilot! Greg will explain the principles of Evidence-
Based Reading Instruction (EBRI).Participants will be introduced
totechniques that include phonics work and reading fluency, vocabulary
building, close reading, citation of evidence, and more. Providing a
model/template for a lesson using EBRI, Greg will demonstrate ways to
augment EBRI-focused lessons using a fresh, weekly supply of authentic,
high-interest articles on news and current events. Wrapping up the
session, Greg will briefly introduce two other digital resources and give
attendees the opportunity to request a free 30-day trial, or a 90-day pilot!

Greg loves to serve. As a young man, Greg served as an air-crewman in the
U.S. Navy. His earliest work experience in adult education involved 8 years in
Japan serving as a trainer and ELL instructor. Over the last 22 years, Greg has
served at the Syracuse Christian and Missionary Alliance as a Sunday school
teacher, deacon, and elder. Since 2008, he has served as an Educational Sales
Consultant and the Training Coordinator for New Readers Press (NRP), a
publishing division of ProLiteracy. Lastly, let it go on record that for the past 30
years, he has been serving himself second and third helpings whenever his wife
wasn’t paying attention.

 



Helping Adult Learners Win
Presenter - Sharon Johnson

 
Increase confidence, upskill and focus on a area of
career interest through industry certifications.
Industry certifications, tested for on iCEV, are
developed by industry leaders, reflect the needs of
real-world career expectations and distinguish
individuals from their peers when applying for jobs.
iCEV can be used in person, in a hybrid model or
completely online.

 
 
 

Breakout Room Two - iCEV Multimedia

Upon retiring from public education, Sharon Johnson joined the iCEV team. She
currently serves as the Workforce Development Leader and as a Curriculum
Consultant for iCEV. Johnson holds a bachelor’s degree from North Carolina State
University in soil conservation and master’s degree in instructional technology from
North Carolina A & T University.

 12:15 - 1:00



Breakout Room Three 

12:15 - 12:30 - Finance Authority of Maine
What FAME Can Do for Adult Learners

Maria McDougal, FAME
Learn about how the Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) can assist adult

learners. We’ll discuss print and digital resources, possible presentations for
college planning, personal finance and more, as well as resources for you as

educators.  Presenter is Maria MacDougal, FAME

 12:30-12:45 - UMS Success Center: Navigating
Pathways to Higher Education

Scott Cook, Adult Credential and Degree Completion Success Coach
 Tessa Winship, Adult Credential and Degree Completion Success Coach

 
Adult learners have specific challenges when pursuing their education, usually in

the form of financial and time limitations. In addition to balancing classes with
their jobs, many adults have family responsibilities. Join us to learn how UMS

offers specific programs and services to support adults navigating various
pathways to personal and career success.

 12:45 - 1:00 - Academy of Medical Professions- Grow, Know,
Glow   Amy Catlin, AMP

 Healthcare in the state of Maine is in desperate need of skilledworkers, now more
than ever before. Exciting new bridges to career success are developing each day

between our programs and Maine's largest healthcare employers. Find out how the
Academy has achieved a balance of flexibility that students need,skills and knowledge

that employers desire- and how you can "AMP" up your community (and your
bottomline) by partnering with us and hosting our programs.



Breakout Room Four

Essential Education

Peggy Bernard is a successful sales executive with over 20 years’ experience
exceeding quota in educational software sales and technology consulting
services. Specific areas of expertise include solution selling at the C level, effective
management of territory sales; accurate forecasting and sales pipeline growth,
strategic selling for new market penetration, close and account expansion
strategies. Career experience includes several years selling for Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, Pearson Education, and Essential Education. Ms. Bernard is a native of
Boston, MA – where she lives with her husband and two daughters.

 
Education to Change Lives

A one-size-fits-all approach doesn't work for most adult
learners. Because of this, teachers often struggle to create
learning plans to fit varied needs. Learn how to use High
School Equivalency courses – GED Academy™, HiSET
Academy®, and TASC Academy – to pinpoint the missing
skills and then create a unique learning pathway for each
student, all while accessing the resources needed to make
sure every student is successful and taking steps towards a
brighter future

12:15 - 1:00



Improving Students’ CASAS Scores with Aztec Software and Paxen
Publishing pre-HSE and HSE Products 

Presenter: Karyn Crowe Ruiz, MAECI, MAELA, National Senior Academic Specialist

 Let’s look at how Aztec and Paxen products can improve students’
CASAS scores and bump up your reporting! This session will outline
specific steps your instructors can use to identify areas of need with
CASAS Content Standards Reports and remediate those skills gaps with
CASAS-aligned Aztec and Paxen activities.

 
Karyn Crowe Ruiz began teaching 1st grade in 1998 and joined the world of Adult Education in 2005.
She has taught Concurrent High School, ESL, ABE, GED, and HSD classes in addition to her roles as a
site WASC Coordinator and Data Analyst. Currently, Mrs. Ruiz is the National Senior Academic
Specialist for Aztec Software, LLC and teaches HSD in the evening at an adult school in the Central
Valley of California. She has developed and facilitated several professional development presentations
throughout California and nationally. Mrs. Ruiz holds a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential,
Preliminary Administrative Credential, and two MAE degrees - Curriculum & Instruction and
Educational Leadership & Administration.

Breakout Room Five
Aztec Software

12:15 - 1:00



Prepare Today’s Students for the Demands of WIOA,
IET and IEL/CE with the Burlington Blend

 
WIOA requires Adult Education programs to provide increasingly rigorous
instruction for their students. Burlington’s comprehensive suite of online,
standards-based courses helps your program stay WIOA focused, with an
emphasis on Integrated Education and Training (IET) and Integrated English and
Civics Education (IEL/CE). In this session, you will learn how Burlington’s blended
curriculum promotes academic preparation, civics knowledge, career readiness
and technology integration at all levels and areas of instruction. With
BurlingtonEnglish, teachers will have all the resources they need to prepare
students for post-secondary education and entry into the workforce.

 

Breakout Room Six
Burlington English

 12:15 - 1:00

Ticiana Coleman has taught in the ESL classroom for over 18 years and has helped students from all
over the world improve their language skills and achieve their career goals. She has a passion for
intercultural communication as well as Portuguese/English translation and interpretation. Tici’s friendly
and empathetic approach will motivate teachers and students to begin or continue their
BurlingtonEnglish adventure!
Brandi Cardwell is the Northeast Regional Manager for BurlingtonEnglish and is responsible for
managing a dedicated team of Customer Managers throughout fourteen states. As the former
Coordinator for the Indiana Association for Adult and Continuing Education, Brandi gained a true
appreciation for the field of adult education and for the important role adult educators play in our
society.  

 



SESSION THREE 

1:15 - 2:15 PM

Samara Cole Doyon is a second generation Haitian American living in the state of Maine–
a region of unceded Wabanaki / Abenaki territory where half the roots of her family tree
reside. She is a poet and educator, holding a BA in English, with graduate-level teacher
training from the University of Southern Maine. She has been a regular contributor at
Black Girl in Maine Media and is the author of the award-winning picture book
Magnificent Homespun Brown (Tilbury House Publishers, January, 2020) as well as the
recently released and lauded Magic Like That (Lee & Low Books, September, 2021). She
lives with her husband, two children, three guinea pigs, and one rescue pup in Lewiston.

 
Embracing Our Magnificence as an Act of

Resistance
 

Magnificence as an Act of Resistance is a discussion about how
we balance crucial social action in these days of injustice and
multiplying crises with self-preservation and community care. It’s
a multimedia exploration of the ways in which joy, unapologetic
self-love, and artistic expression allow systematically
marginalized people to survive and transcend oppression,
transforming the world in which we live. And ultimately, it is a
chance to reflect on how we can all add creative and restorative
methods to our resistance toolbox.

 
 



SESSION FOUR

2:30 - 3:30 PM

Judith E. Rosenbaum (PhD, Radboud University Nijmegen) is an Associate Professor of Media
Studies and Chair of the Department of Communication and Journalism at the University of
Maine. Her research is focused on understanding how people actively use media content in

their daily lives and how this usage is related to their identities, relationships, and perceptions
of reality. She has examined topics such as social media and democracy; spoilers, enjoyment,
and media selection; news literacy and fake news; dating preferences and online dating apps;

and the impact of sharing behaviors in online environments. Her work has appeared in
publications including Media Psychology, Communication Research, Psychology of Popular
Media Culture, Communication Teacher, and Journal of Media Psychology. Her first book,

Constructing Digital Cultures: Tweets, trends, race, and gender appeared with Lexington in
2018, and in 2020 she co-edited a volume entitled Twitter, the public sphere, and the chaos of

online deliberation (Palgrave-MacMillan). 

 From #BlackLivesMatter to #TakeAKnee:
Rethinking Democracy in a Social Media Age 
The popularity of sites like Twitter and Facebook has reignited the debate

about the state of American democracy. Scholars and social commentators
alike have raised questions about how well-informed social media platforms
leave the average citizen, whether and how these platforms contribute to the

polarization of society, and if they allow for much-needed civic dialogue
between opposing parties. This workshop will answer these questions and

more through a discussion of findings from recent research into the potential
of social media to serve as a virtual public sphere. We will reflect on what a
well-functioning democracy looks like in a world dominated by social media

and consider how and when the often inflammatory and one-sided
discussions on platforms like Facebook and Twitter can still be seen to make

a meaningful contribution to American democracy.

 



CLOSING
3:40 - 4:00  Closing and Prizes

 

3:40  Jeremy Lehan, Conference Chair
 

Paul Charpentier, Southern Maine Community College
 

Shirley Wright, MAEA Executive Director
Prize Drawings

 



Professional Learning Communities
 

Continuing Education Hours will be awarded.
Book Studies will follow the conference in March of 2022.

 
 Each person registered for the conference may choose one
book study to attend. Book studies will meet twice, with the
option of continuing your group after the second meeting.

Facilitators will be provided for the first two meetings. Books
will be provided by Maine Humanities Council and will be

mailed to participants.
 

Dates for books studies will be announced after the
conference.

 
Book titles available include the following:

Hidden History of Maine by Harry Gratwick
Shakespeare Saved My Life, by Laura Bates

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
A Networked Self – Identity, Community and Culture

on Social Network Sites, by Zizi Papacharissi
 

**Book titles are subject to change based on availability of books.
t



 Presenter Bios from Breakout Room Three
Lunch Session 12:15 - 1:00

 Maria was happy to join the FAME team in 2017 and brought with her 10
years of financial aid experience. Maria serves as the College Access
Counselor covering the eight central Maine counties, and specializes in
Adult Education. She sits on the COABE Behind and Beyond the Walls
Committee for prison literacy and is an active member of the Maine
Prisoner Reentry Network(MPRN). Prior to joining FAME, Maria worked as
an Associate Director of Financial Aid at the University of New England
and a Financial Aid Counselor at the University of Southern Maine. She
holds a Bachelor’s of English from the University of Maine at Farmington
(where she started as a work-study student in the financial aid office!) and
a Masters in Adult & Higher Education from the University of Southern
Maine. She lives in beautiful Naples with her partner and bonus son and
Tippy the cat.

 

 Amy started the Academy of Medical Professions in 1996 offering
Medical Transcription training and services as Transcription Associates,
Inc. Within 5 years she started offering more training programs which
led to the name change and which has grown to our current list of 10
national certification programs. With a background in teaching, this
school has brought decades of satisfaction, opportunities and a sense
of purpose and service to our great state of Maine for me!While Amy’s
most important role is Instructor and Advisor, she still continues to
manage the company serving as President. She is fortunate to have a
great team most of whom have been with her for over 10 years.

Maria  MacDougal

Amy Catlin



Tessa Winship is an Adult Credential and Degree Completion
Success Coach for the University of Maine System (UMS) Student
Success Center. Tessa is also a graduate student in the Adult and
Higher Education program with the University of Southern Maine.
Previously, she served as an AmeriCorps VISTA member with New
Ventures Maine in Bangor, teaching & advising individuals on
financial literacy. She has also been an academic advising intern for
UMPI, UMA, and USM, and has also been a part of various
academic advising research projects, which she has presented at
the National Academic Advising Association (NACADA)’s regional
conference.

Scott has been in higher education since 2006. He has worked
with Southern Maine Community College (SMCC) as an adjunct
instructor, department chair, and full-time faculty. He has been
with the University of Southern Maine (USM) as a manager and
director. Currently, he is with the University of Maine System
office working with adult learners who are starting or returning to
college. Scott has a Masters in Adult Learning and Higher
Education and is currently an Ed. D student at Northeastern
University where he is focusing on adult learners return to
college. Throughout his career in higher education, his passion
has been adult learners and supporting the removal of barriers to
success. 

Presenter Bios Breakout Room Three 
Lunch Session 12:15 - 1:00

 Tessa Winship

 Scott Cook


